By DOUGLAS DREW, F.R.C.S. THE X-ray photographs show the thumb drawn back and bound down to the wrist by dense fibrous tissue; after dividing the contracted tissue and liberating the thumb, the raw surface was covered by a large flap cut from the back of the hand. Separated Epiphysis of the Femur treated by Plating.
By DOUGLAS DREW, F.R.C.S. THE operation was performed on December 9, 1909. The child is shown, as the plate was not removed as the child was lost sight of. The X-ray photograph shows that, in the process of growth, the screw in the epiphysis has been gradually drawn out; there is about I in. of shortening of the limb and the movements are free. As the plate causes no inconvenience and is not hindering the growth, it does not appear necessary to remove it.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. DREW said he showed the case because it had been generally stated that where a plate had been used for separating the epiphysis, it was advisable to remove the plate owing to the possibility of arrest of growth of the limb. He believed the impairment of growth in this child was not due to the plate, which was placed at the outer aspect. Otherwise, he thought there would have been very marked knock-knee, whereas it was extremely slight.
It was not to be wondered at that there was some shortening, considering the severity of the injury at the time. Numerous attempts were made to reduce the separated epiphysis, and he did Aot see the child until the ninth day after the injury; the skiagramn then showed the epiphysis displaced on to the front of the shaft of the bone, and he had some difficulty in reducing it. When the pressure was released the epiphysis shot forward again out of position. Therefore it had to be held in position while the plate was being fixed. He had a skiagram taken a month ago, and it showed how, in the process of growth, the screw had gradually been drawn out upwards, so that it lay opposite the epiphyseal line.
The PRESIDENT said this was a most excellent case, and he congratulated Mr. Drew on it. He once had a similar case in a boy, aged 13 years, in whom at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
